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7U  Lord Bijhop  of  Bristol’s 

SERMON 

Preach’d  before  the  Right  Honourable 

The  LORD  MAYOR, 

THE 

Aldermen,  and  Governors 
of  the  feveral  Hofpitals  of  the  City 
of  London , 

On  Eafter  Monday >  1751* 


\ 


COKAYNE,  Mayor. 

(  •;  * 

Tuefday  the  16th  Day  of  April, 

1751.  in  the  24 th  Year  of  the 


Reign  of  King  George  the  Se- 


condy  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 


T  is  That  theThanks  of  this 

4  •>  1  <»  i  1 


1  Court  be  given  to  the  Right  Reve¬ 
rend  F ather  in  God  the  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Brijloly  for  his  Sermon  preach’d  be¬ 
fore  this  Court,  and  the  Governors  of 
the  feveral  Holpitals  of  this  City,  at 
the  Parifh-Church  of  St.  Bridget ,  on 
Monday  in  Rafter  Week  laft ;  and  that 
he  be  deiired  to  print  the  fame. 


MAN. 


The  Virtue  of  being  Merciful  Stated 

and  Enforc'd. 


A 

SERMON 

Preach’d  before  the  Right  Honourable 

The  LORD  MAYOR, 

THE 

A  l  d  e  r  m  e  N,  and  Governors 
of  the  feveral  Hofpitals  of  the  City 
of  London 5 

I  N  T  H  E 

P ariih- Chu r ch  of  St.  B  r  i  d  g  e  t3 
On  Rafter  Monday ,  1751. 

By  J  o  h  n  Lord  Bifhop  of  Bristol, 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  James  Fletcher,  in  the  T urle? 

Oxford : 

And  Sold  by  Samuel  Birt,  John  and 
James  Riyington,  in  London  j  and 
J  o  s»  F  0  x,  in  JVeftminJter-HalL 
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medical 


Proverbs  xi.  17, 

T*he  merciful  Man  doeth  Good  to  his  own 

Soul • 

ONE  of  the  moft  interefting  Subjeds, 
on  which  we  can  employ  our  Minds, 
relates  to  the  Good  and  Evil  of  Life  j 
and  the  Ways  whereby  the  one  may 
be  procured  and  increafed,  and  the  other  pre¬ 
vented  or  abated.  The  greateft  indeed  relates 
to  the  other  World,  in  which  our  fupreme 
Interefts  lie :  But  a  proper  Regard  to  the  for¬ 
mer  mu  ft  conduce  like  wife  to  thefe,  as  it  im¬ 
plies  Virtue  or  Duty  on  our  Part,  and  fo  be¬ 
comes  a  fuitable  Preparation  for  the  Happinefs 
which  fhall  never  end. 

Indeed,  when  one  confiders  the  abfolute 
Goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  finds  that 
Attribute  illuftrated  to  us  by  the  Provifion 
made  for  the  Happinefs  of  his  Creatures,  one 
might  be  tempted  to  think  every  thing  would 
fucceed  well  ;  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  lay  hold  of  the  Good  before  us ;  and  that 
Mifery  could  no  more  fubfift  in  Fad:,  than  it 

could  in  the  original  Intention  of  our  Creator. 

Such 
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Such  may  be  the  Reflections  of  the  merely 
fpeculative  Man,  unacquainted  with  the  real 
Conftitution  of  Things :  But,  in  fa<ft,  the 
Happinefs,  which  might  be  expected,  is  not 
attain’d ;  and  the  Mifery,  which  might  not 
be  apprehended,  prevails :  Whence  therefore 
thefe  untoward  Appearances  ? 

r  • 

The  true  Anfwer  muff  be  drawn  from  the 
Nature  of  Man,  and  the  Conftitution  of  the 
World ;  tho’  both  of  them,  on  God’s  Part, 
moft  wifely  fram’d,  and  pointed  to  the  nobleft 
Ends. 

i 

In  reference  to  Man,  if  we  confider  him  as 
an  intelligent  and  free  Creature,  in  the  one 
refpefl:  he  muft  be  fallible ,  and  in  the  other 
peccable  :  Whilft  fallible >  he  may  miftake  his 
own  Happinefs ;  and  as  peccable ,  he  may 
break  in  upon  that  of  others :  And  thus  may 
we  account  for  Mifery  in  fome  Sort,  either  as 
fooliftily  felf-created,  or  malicioufly  produced 
in  others. 

t  . 

To  this  may  be  added,  That  the  Syftem  of 
Things  about  us,  being  govern’d  by  general 
Laws,  can  be  fubfervient  only  to  a  general 
End  ;  I  mean,  the  common  Good^  or,  if  you 
pleafe,  the  greateft  Quantity  of  Good,  upon 
the  Whole,  which  can  be  produced  under  a 
wife  Conftitution.  But  in  this  cafe,  it  is  plain, 
what  the  general  Good  requires  may  prove 

unfriendly 
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unfriendly  to  particular  Interefts*  and  fo  re- 
lative  Evil  may  refult  from  a  greater  and  more 
general  Good. 


However,  we  may  receive  Comfort  from 
reflecting,  that,  if  under  fuch  a  Conftitution 
as  this,  Evil  doth  in  fome  Degree  prevail,  yet 
this  is  ftill  qualified  by  a  proper  Proportion  of 
Good :  That  in  cafe  fome  are  much  lefs  hap¬ 
py  than  others,  yet,  if  they  behave  rightly  un¬ 
der  their  prefent  Circumftances,  amends  fhall 
be  made  hereafter :  That  this  Stage  is  but  a 
fhort  one,  and  only  a  Paffage  to  another  more 
enduring  State :  And  that,  whilft  we  are  tra¬ 
velling  thro'  this  fliort  Paflage,  much  may  be 
done  both  by  ourfelves  and  others,  not  only 
to  improve  the  Goods  of  Life,  but  to  abate 
the  Evils  of  it. 


To  thisPurpofe  it  is  remarkable  (and  which 
argues  the  infinite  Goodnefs  of  our  Creator) 
that  God  hath  implanted  in  us  certain  natural 
Inclinations,  whereby  we  are  led  to  advantage 
others,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  ferve  our¬ 
felves.  Such  particularly  are  Goodnefs  and 
Companion.  By  the  one  we  are  prompted  to 
advance  theHappinefs  of  our  Fellow-creatures  j 
by  the  other,  to  relieve  their  Diftreffes :  And 
whilft  we  aCt  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Prin¬ 
ciples,  we  promote  our  own  particular  Hap- 
pinefs,  and  do  ourfelves  enjoy  the  very  Good 
whiqh  we  do  to  others. 


It 
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It  is  not  my  prefent  Defign  to  treat  of  both 
thefe  Principles  (for  they  are  in  fome  Sort  di- 
flinft  from  each  other),  but  of  the  latter  only: 
And  even  here  the  Text  leads  me  rather  to 
inlift  on  the  Habit,  than  the  natural  Principle 
or  Inclination  itfelf:  From  whence  I  may  be 
led  farther  to  fpeak  fomewhat  of  the  feveral 
Adis  or  Inftances,  in  which  this  virtuous  Ha¬ 
bit  may  Ihew  itfelf. 

What  I  lhall  offer  on  the  prefent  Subjedt, 
lhall  be  reduc’d  under  the  following  Heads  5 

I.  The  Nature  of  the  Virtue  itfelf. 

II.  The  Ground  and  Foundation  on  which 
it  is  built :  And, 

III.  The  flrong  Motives  which  may  engage 
us  to  cultivate  and  difplay  it. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  muff  obferve.  That  the 
natural  Principle  or  Inclination,  on  which  the 
Virtue  now  before  us  is  built,  is  Companion ; 
or  that  State  of  Mind,  in  which  every  Man, 
not  entirely  degenerated,  feels  himfelf,  upon 
the  Prefence  of  any  miferable  Objedt.  By 
this  Sort  of  inward  Senfe,  the  Diftreffes  of 
others  are  made  his  own  ;  and  he  is  imped’d 
to  attempt  their  Relief,  with  as  real  a  Concern, 
as  he  is  to  defend  or  relieve  himfelf. 


We 
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We  perceive  fomewhat  of  this,  even  in  the 
Brute  Creation :  Many  of  them  run  to  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  their  own  Species  at  leaft;  and  almofh 
all  of  themexprefs  a  Tendernefs  towards  their 
Young.  Such  wife  Provifion  hath  God  made 
for  the  Support  of  the  animal  Creation !  And 
thus  bis  tenderMercies  are  over  ail  his  Works. 

The  Principle  before  us,  we  may  obferve, 
being  in  fome  Degree  common  to  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Animal  Creation,  muft  in  that  View 
be  a  blind  and  undiftinguifhing  Principle.  The 
Bruteshaving  noReafon  to  diredt  it,  muff  follow 
only  as  this  Inftindt  itfelf  calls  them  :  And  in 
Man  the  bare  Inclination  itfelf  moves  even 
before  Reafon  can  act :  And  tho’  capable  of 
being  directed  or  reftrained  afterward,  yet  is 
of  itfelf  as  undiftinguifhing  in  Man  as  other 
Creatures.  It  hath  Refpedt  only  to  Mifery, 
as  its  Objedt  ;  and  operates  where- ever  that 
Mifery  appears. 

Yet,  tho’  this  Principle,  confider  d  in  itfelf, 
and  its  firft  Motions,  be  fomewhat  the  fame 
both  in  the  rational  and  irrational  Part  of  the 
Creation,  there  is,  however,  a  Difference  in 
the  Progrefs  it  makes,  either  in  the  one  or  the 
other.  In  Brutes  it  always  operates  to  the  juft 
Extent  of  its  Power,  incapable  of  leffening 
or  increafing.  In  Man  it  may  admit  of  either, 
as  his  reafoning  Power  fhall  either  check  its 
Growth,  or  elfe  forward  it. 
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¥  * 

Tills  carries  me  on  farther:  The  Controul 
and  Direction  which  Reafon  affords  on  this 
Occafion,  whilft  it  contributes  not  to  extirpate, 
hut  rather  to  favour  and  exalt  this  Principle, 
produces  at  length  the  virtuous  Habit  I  am 
now  treating  of :  For,  Companion ,  under  the 
Command  of  "Reafon,  and  form’d  by  Practice 
into  a  Ready  and  uniform  Bent  of  Mind, 
makes  the  Character  which  the  wife  Man 
here  fets  forth,  when  he  tells  us,  The  mer¬ 
ciful  Man  doeth  Good  to  his  own  Soul. 

The  Inclination  unmanag’d  may  carry  us 
on  to  improper  Objects,  and  urge  us  to  very 
unwarrantable  Meafures:  For  Mifery  may  be 
in  fome  Cafes  deferved;  or  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  produce  a  right  Con-dudt  in  the  buffering 
Perfon  himfelf,  as  well  as  others.  On  fuch 
Occafions,  the  Companion  fhewn  will  be 
Weaknefs.  It  may  like  wife  lead  us  on,  by 
indifcreet  Indulgence,  to  increafe  the  very 
Mifery  it  would  remove ;  and  fo,  in  the  Re¬ 
fill  t,  produce  as  real  Mifchief,  as  even  Cru¬ 
elty  itfelf  could  do. 

But  the  Cafe  is  otherwife,  when  Compaffion 
is  put  under  the  Direction  of  Prudence.  It 
then  prompts  us,  either  to  remove,  or  to  abate, 
as  much  as  we  can,  the  general  Unhappinefs  : 
And  fo,  whilft  it  endeavours  to  leffen  the 
Sufferings  of  fome,  will  forbear  to  increafe 
thofe  of  others. 
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In  fhort,  it  moves  to  the  Relief  of  thofe 
only  who  ought  to  be  relieved  :  It  proceeds 
iuit  fo  far  in  purfuing  Meafures  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  as  Wifdom  allows  it  fhould  do  ;  and 
when  check’d  in  its  Progrefs,  leaves  the  Mind 
under  a  certain  Degree  of  Regret,  that  Wif¬ 
dom,  balancing  on  the  real  State  of  the  Cafe, 
will  not  permit  it  to  advance  farther. 

The  Virtue  of  being  merciful as  well  as 
the  Companion  on  which  it  is  built,  hath 
Mifery  for  its  Ohjedl :  And  in  this  it  differs 
in  feme  Sort  from  Goodnefs ,  whofe  proper 
Objedl  is  Good  :  And  the  Exercife  of  thefe 
Virtues,  thus  diftinguifhed,  is  in  like  manner 
different ;  for  the  one  carries  with  it  an  Aver- 
fion  to  its  Object,  which  it  endeavours  to 
remove ;  as  the  other  implies  a  Love  and  De¬ 
fire,  which  urges  to  obtain  it :  Tho’  it  may 
indeed  be  obferved,  that  as  the  removing 
Evil  is  the  firft  Step  to  Good,  fo  the  very 
Acts  of  Mercy  itfelf  may  fo  far  be  afcribed  to 
Goodnefs. 

That  Mifery,  about  which  the  Virtue  un¬ 
der  prefent  Confederation  is  converfant,  may 
be  diftributed  into  two  Claffes  :  The  one  re¬ 
lates  to  our  fpiritual  State,  the  other  to  our 
temporal. 

As  to  that  which  relates  to  Man's  fpiritual 
State,  it  muff  be  obferved,  That  after  this 
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Scene  is  clos’d,  and  the  Wicked  are  gone  to 
their  own  Place ,  as  the  Good  fhall  have  no 
Intercourfe  with  them,  fo  they  fhall  have  no 
Concern  about  them  :  Befides,  their  Mifery 
being  fo  highly  deferv’d,  and  fo  ftridtly  necef- 
fary,  they  muft  ceafe  to  be  the  proper  Ob¬ 
jects  of  Mercy. 

What  therefore  belongs  to  the  prefen t  Sub¬ 
ject  is.  The  preventing,  whilft  we  can,  and 
as  far  as  we  are  able,  this  dreadful  Confe- 
quence ;  whether,  by  fupplying  Men  with 
the  Principles  of  doing  well,  or  by  reclaim¬ 
ing  them  after  having  adted  ill:  For  the  State 
of  Men  under  fpiritual  Darknefs,  let  it  be  ei¬ 
ther  of  Ignorance,  or  of  Error,  or  of  Vice, 
may  be  conlider’d  as  Mifery  of  the  word 
Sort,  tho’  perhaps  unfelt  by  thofe  who  la¬ 
bour  under  it ;  and  which  needing,  doth  on 
that  account  call  for  the  tendered:  Concern  of 
good  Men. 

Mifery,  as  it  relates  to  our  temporal  Con¬ 
dition,  is  that  which  is  commonly  term’d  Na¬ 
tural  Evil;  what  is  felt  either  in  the  Body  or 
the  Mind ;  and  carries  with  it  either  fome 
painful  Senfations  of  the  one,  or  elfe  fome 
inward,  but  not  lefs  afflidting  Didredes  of  the 
other. 

We  may  go  on,  and  take  Notice,  that 
Mifery,  fo  far  as  the  Subjedt  before  us  is  con¬ 
cern’d, 
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cerffd,  may  be  coniider’d  either  as  prefent  or 
future ;  as  certain,  or  only  probable :  For 
Mifery  pail,  to  the  Perfon  who  hath  efcaped 
it,  furniilies  rather  pleating,  than  painful  Sen* 
fations and  to  others  becomes  Matter  not  fo 
much  of  Pity  as  Congratulation. 


Mifery  'prefent  is  what  we  are  principally 
concern’d  about  5  and  indeed  what  is  feme- 
times  laid  to  be  the  only  Objed  of  Mercy : 
But  this  feems  to  carry  the  Matter  too  far,  as 
fhall  be  fhewn  immediately  :  Yet,  I  fay,  it 
is  what  this  Virtue  is  principally  converfant 
about;  iince  that  which  is  future  or  probable 
concerns  us  none  otherwife,  than  becaufe  it 
certainly  fhall  be,  or  probably  will  be  prefent. 

And  here  the  Virtue  before  us  prompts  Men 
to  endeavour,  fo  far  as  they  can,  to  remove 
this  Mifery,  either  in  Whole,  or  in  Part:  Or,  if 
this  cannot  be  done,  to  abate  the  Senfe  of  this 
Calamity,  by  expreffmg  a  tender  Concern  for 
the  buffering  Perfon,  and  by  fupplying  fuch 
Materials  as  may  enable  him  to  bear  what  his 
Circumftances  will  not  permit  him  to  re¬ 
move. 


Mifery  future,  or  probably  fo,  is,  1  reckon, 
as  real  an  Objed  of  Mercy  as  that  which  is 
prefent ;  and  this,  becaufe,  if  certainly  future, 
it  will  in  a  fhort  time  require  the  fame  Con- 
dud:  as  that  which  is  now  prefent :  And,  in 

the 
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the  mean  while,  it  allows  a  Provifion  of  much 
Matter  for  Abatement,  which  prefent  and  ur¬ 
gent  Mifery  may  render  us  unfit  to  fur ni fir. 
But  that  which  is  only  probable,  may  yet  be 
prevented  :  And  if  it  be  the  Bufinefs  of  Mercy 
to  remove  or  to  abate  prefent  Suffering,  it  is 
equally  concerned  to  hinder  that  which  is 
likely  to  be  hereafter.  To  this  Purpofe  it  is 
remarkable,  that  Companion  moves  us  as 
fuddenly,  and  with  as  ftrong  a  Force,  to  fuc- 
eour  a  Perfon  in  immediate  Danger,  as  under 
prefent  Suffering  ;  and  to  prevent,  if  pofiible, 
thofe  Calamities  which  afterward  it  may  not 
be  able  to  remove. 

Before  I  clofe  this  Head,  it  may  be  fit  to 
obferve  fomewhat  concerning  the  Operations 
of  this  Virtue,  as  well  inwardly  upon  the 
Mind  itfelf,  as  outwardly  upon  the  proper 
Objects  of  it. 

As  to  the  former,  it  being  an  Habit  built 
on  natural  Compaffion,  and  form’d  by  Reafon 
and  Prudence,  it  excites  in  the  Mind  a  quick 
Senfe  or  Feeling  of  the  Miferies  of  others,  in 
all  Cafes  where  we  ought  to  feel  them ;  i.  e. 
in  all  Cafes  where  it  is  fit  we  fhould  move  to 
their  Relief,  and  in  which  we  are  able  with 
good  Effed:  to  do  fo. 

Perhaps  on  forne  Occafions  it  may  go  fome¬ 
what  farther:  For  a  tender-hearted  and  mer- 
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ciful  Man  may  be  fo  fituated  as  to  be  able 
only  to  lament  the  Miferies  of  others.  His 
outward  Powers  may  be  limited  ;  but  his 
Mind  notwithftanding  will  not  be  the  lefs  af¬ 
fected.  Poffibly  he  may  fuffer  the  more  in¬ 
wardly  on  this  very  Account. 

The  pretended  Philofopher,  it  maybe,  will 
reproach  this  Temper,  and  call  it  Weaknefs: 
For  why  fhould  a  Man  be  concern'd  at  that 

which  he  cannot  help  ? - Why  ?  — *  This  is 

in  fome  Cafes  a  Reafon,  Becaufe  he  cannot 
help  it.  And  to  cultivate  fuch  a  Difpolition, 
even  in  thefe  Inftances,  preferves  it  for  other 
Occafions  of  important  Service  hereafter. 

Nor  will  it  be  fufficient  to  objeCt,  that 
hereby  we  bring  needlefs  Diftrefs  upon  our- 
felves,  whilft,  not  content  with  our  own  Share 
of  Suffering,  we  take  part  in  that  of  others. 
The  Objection  carries  with  it  fomething  fenfe- 
lefs  and  inhuman  :  For,  Men  are  naturally 
allied  to  each  other.  If,  attending  to  this 
State  of  Things,  they  muft  bear  one  another  $ 
Burdens 5  they  muft  likewife  mutually  enjoy 
one  another’s  Advantages.  And  if  our  inward 
Feeling  of  another’s  Calamity  be  grievous  for 
the  prefent,  yet  ’tis  a  Suffering  which  the 
Mind  itfelf  approves  of :  ’Tis  what  it  farther 
approves  upon  a  fubfequent  Recollection : 
And  the'  Senfe  from  which  the  Suffering 

flows, 
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flows,  is  what  a  good  Man  would  not  choofe 
to  be  free  from,  if  he  might. 

The  outward  Exercife  of  this  Virtue  on  its 
proper  Objedt  confifts  in  the  bringing  fpeedy 
and  effectual  Relief,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  the 
fuffering  Perfon  the  pouring  Wine  and  Oil 
into  the  Wounds  of  the  injured  Traveller,  as 
our  Saviour  reprefents  it  •  and  the  not  pajjing 
by  on  the  other  Side ,  venting  only  fome  few 
ufelefs  Expreffions  of  Pity.  Real  Mercy  can¬ 
not  bear  the  Sufferings  of  others  without  en¬ 
deavouring  to  relieve  them,  any  more  than 
our  own  Senfe  of  Pain  will  permit  us  to  fit 
down  carelefs  under  it. 

The  Virtue  before  us  is  fo  far  from  neg~ 
ledting  thofe  Miferies  of  others  which  it  fees, 
that  it  fearches  after  Objedts  of  that  kind,  if 
capable  of  ferving  them.  It  even  courts  fuch 
Objedts  with  as  great  Zeal,  as  Selfifhnefs 
courts  the  Favour  of  the  Powerful.  It  fpares 
no  Pains,  and  grudges  no  Expences  this  way, 
which  it  is  capable  of  affording,  or  which  are 
fit  and  proper  to  be  laid  out. 

In  fhort,  notwithftanding  the  Uneafinefs 
which  the  fir  ft  Motions  of  this  Virtue  muft  al¬ 
ways  be  attended  with,  and  that  Leflening  of 
Fortune  which  muft  frequently  arife  from  its 
outward  Exercife,  yet  it  builds  up  a  Man’s 
own  real  Happinefs>  which  is  fecured  and  im- 
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proved  by  attending  properly  to  the  Miferies 
of  other  Men.  And  hence  is  it  (as  Solomoji 
allures  us),  that  the  merciful  Man  doeth  Good 
to  his  own  Soul . 


II.  After  having  offer’d  thus  much  on  the 
Nature,  Gbjedt,  and  Exercife  of  this  Virtue, 
it  may  now  be  proper  to  enquire  fomewhat 
into  the  Ground  and  Foundation  on  which  it 
becomes  a  Virtue. 

All  Virtue  fuppofes  Underftanding  and  Will 
in  the  Being  capable  of  having  it  which 
operating  according  to  juft  Principles,  and 
fuitably  to  the  Nature  and  Reafons  of  Things, 
the  Habit  itfelf  is  formed  :  And  the  future 
Cultivation  and  Improvement  of  it  mud:  be 
owing  to  the  fame  Principles,  to  which  it  fil'd: 
owed  its  Rife. 

As  to  the  Inftance  before  us,  the  Matter 
may  be  thus  Rated,  and  the  Mind  found  to 
proceed  in  the  following  Order. 

1 .  There  is  actually  fubfifting  in  the  World 
a  great  Variety  and  Degree  of  Milery 

2.  Each  Man  is  furnidfd  with  certain  Abi¬ 
lities,  whereby  fuch  Mifery  may  either  be 
prevented,  or  removed,  or  abated.  And, 
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3.  It  is  agreeable  to  the  Nature  and  Reafon 
of  Things,  that  fuch  Abilities  fhould  be  ex- 
ercifed  and  applied  to  this  Purpofe. 

/ 

The  firft  Point  hath  been  already  touched 
on  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Difcourfe,  where 
I  not  only  obferv’d  the  Fadt,  but  fuggefted 
fomewhat  of  its  Caufes.  The  Fadt  itfelf  is 
notorious.  For  whilft  we  fee  it  in  others,  we 
feel  it  likewife  moft  fenftbly  in  ourfelves. 

Of  the  Evils  which  Men  labour  under, 
fome  arife  from  the  very  Frame  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Things.  Such  are  frequently  Sick- 
nefs,  tPain,  Heat,  Cold,  Hunger,  Third:,  the 
Wan  not  only  of  Conveniences,  but  Necef- 
faries ;  infomuch  that  whilft  we  are  folicited 
by  natural  Appetites,  we  are  often  fo  fituated 
as  to  mifs  the  very  Opportunities  of  gratifying 
them. 

» 

Other  Evils  there  are,  which  we  ourfelves 
create  by  following  wrong  Meafures  of  Con¬ 
duct.  But,  as  we  have  no  Ground  to  com¬ 
plain  of  thefe,  fo  under  them  we  fcarce  de- 
ferve  Relief.  And  yet  even  here,  the  Suffer¬ 
ing  being  grievous,  and  the  Cafe  not  beyond 
Remedy,  fome  Degrees  of  Compaction  may 
be  due  to  us. 

There  is  another  plentiful  Source  of  Mifery 
ftill  behind  $  I  mean  the  Folly  and  Wicked - 
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nefs  of  Men  contributing  not  only  to  make 
themfelves  unhappy,  but  others  more  fo.  And 
the  natural  Powers  Men  have  of  doing  this 
are  favoured  by  the  frequent  Opportunities  of 
exerting  them,  which  arife  from  the  Depend¬ 
encies  which  they  have  on  each  other,  and 
mutual  Connexions  between  them. 

Men  are  capable  indeed  of  doing  Good  to 
each  other  ;  1  mean,  of  promoting  each  other’s 
Happinefs :  But,  much  more  of  doing  Hurt, 
To  the  former,  confiderable  Degrees  of  Power 
may  be  neceifary  in  many  Inftances :  But  no 
one  is  fo  infignificant  as  not  to  be  capable 
of  doing  Mifchief.  From  all  thefe  Caufes, 
operating  perhaps  at  once,  there  is  no  Reafon 
to  wonder  if  Evil  prevails  in  a  very  high  De¬ 
gree,  and  that  the  State  of  a  great  Part  of 
Mankind  at  leaft  fliould  be  truly  deplorable. 

Indeed  it  may  be  queftion’d,  whether, 
upon  a  due  Balance,  the  Mifery  of  Mankind 
in  general  during  the  prefent  State  doth  not 
exceed  their  Enjoyments  5  efpecially  when  we 
conlider,  that  Occaiions  of  Pain,  in  fome 
kind-  or  other,  do  prepetually  recur  ;  —  that 
thefe  mixing  with  our  Enjoyments  fpoil 
them  5  — that  the  Good  arifing  from  our  En¬ 
joyments  is  at  beft  low  and  tranfient,  whilft 
the  Evil  accompanying  is  fharp  5  —  and  that 
a  very  fhort,  if  pungent.  Pain  overbalances 
a  much  more  durable  Pleafure, 
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In  thefe  Circumstances  what  Relief  can 
Man  of  himfelf  procure  ?  Little  more  than 
what  arifes  from  the  Confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
Virtue  (if  virtuous  he  be),  and  from  the  Hope 
of  a  better  State  of  Things  hereafter.  This 
indeed  is  conliderable  in  the  way  of  Abate¬ 
ment,  and  may  enable  him  to  bear  up  de¬ 
cently.  But  dill  it  leaves  him  under  his  Suf¬ 
ferings  ;  which,  tho’  in  fome  degree  qualified 
by  this  Mean,  yet  are  not  thereby  removed. 

Still  our  gracious  Creator  hath  not  left  us 
deditute.  If  many  of  thefe  Evils  are  caufed 
by  Man,  by  Man  likewife  may  they  be  cured. 
And  even  thofe  which  arife  from  the  prefent 
Conditution  of  Things  may  admit  fome  Re¬ 
lief  in  the  very  fame  Way.  Becaufe, 

2dly,  Each  Per  foil  is  furnilh’d  with  certain 
Abilities,  whereby  human  Mifery  may  be 
either  prevented,  or  removed,  or  abated. 

Indeed  fomething  may  be  done  in  this 
refpedt  by  not  abufing  their  natural  Powers. 
For,  if  Mifery  as  well  to  others  as  to  ourfelves, 
follows  that  Abufe,  then  by  correcting  the 
Caufe  we  mud  proportionably  hinder  the  E fi¬ 
fed:.  And  if  each  Man  would  for  himfelf 
dudioufly  avoid  the  doing  Mifchief,  a  very 
conliderable  Part  of  the  Mifery  which  fubfids 
would  ceafe. 
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But  this  is  not  what  I  am  principally  con¬ 
cerned  to  take  notice  of.  The  Abilities  in¬ 
tended  under  this  Head  are  of  a  greater  Ex¬ 
tent,  and  fuch  as  ferve  to  affift  Men  under 
almoft  every  Kind  of  Unhappinefs. 

All  cannot  indeed  help  each  other  in  the 
fame  Way,  and  to  the  fame  Degree.  Their 
Circumftances  being  different,  their  Powers,, 
which  are  the  Refult  of  thefe  Circumftances, 
muft  vary.  But  ftill  every  Man  hath  fome 
fuch  Sort  of  Ability ;  from  the  due  Exercife 
of  which  no  inconfiderable  Confequence  muft 
arife. 

The  Rich,  the  Powerful,  and  the  Wife, 
may  affift  Men  by  their  Wealth,  by  their  In- 
tereft,  by  their  Skill  5  whilft  others,  in  the 
loweft  Circumftances,  may  bring  fuitable  Re¬ 
lief  in  their  own  Way,  —  to  thofe  at  leaft  of 
their  own  Rank,  with  whom  they  have  a 
clofer  and  more  intimate  Correfpondence. 
And  if  Perfons  of  higher  Rank  be  likewife 
aftiftant  to  thefe,  whether  by  Direction  or  En¬ 
couragement,  or  by  their  Bounty,  their  Ser¬ 
vices  will  be  ftill  of  greater  Confequence.  It 
is  needlefs  to  enter  into  this  Point  more  mi¬ 
nutely,  which  will  be  beft  illuftrated  by* each 
Man’s  own  Obfervation. 

3.  It  therefore  remains  to  fhew,  that  by 
exerciftng  the  foregoing  Abilities  to  relieve  the 
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Unhappy,  Men  a £t  agreeably  to  the  Nature 
and  Reafons  of  Things :  And  from  hence  the 
doing  fo  muft  be  ftridtly  and  properly  virtuous. 

We  ourfelves  feel  what  Mifery  is,  and 
would  avoid  it.  Others  being  framed  like 
ourfelves,  muft  be  affedted  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  would  avoid  it  likewife.  The  Evil 
therefore  is  the  fame  in  both.  And  if  it  be  in 
the  Nature  of  Things  fitting,  that  the  Evil  we 
would  avoid  fhould,  as  far  as  pofiible,  be  re¬ 
moved,  it  muft  likewife  be  fo  in  the  Cafe  of 
other  Men.  Their  Sufferings,  if  equally  the 
Objedt  of  Averfion,  muft  equally  demand  a 
Cure. 

Originally  God  intended  no  Evil.  That 
which  arifes  from  the  Conftitution  of  Things, 
is,  rightly  conlider’d,  relative ,  and  the  Re- 
fult  of  a  greater  and  more  general  Good. 
With  regard  to  particular  Men  who  fuffer 
under  it,  perhaps  fometimes  it  is  little  more 
than  an  Abatement  of  the  Good  of  Life.  Or 
if  it  prove  more  grievous,  may  ftill,  in  many 
Cafes,  be  remedied  by  the  kind  Offices  of 
other  Men,  who  feem  intended  by  Providence 
for  correcting  the  bad  Influence  of  general 
Laws  on  the  Interefts  of  Angle  Perfons.  The 
Laws  themfelves  are  fit  to  be  fupported,  be- 
caufe  the  common  Good  requires  it ;  but 
their  accidental  Operation  to  the  Hurt  of  fome 
muft  be  equally  as  fit  to  be  controurd.  And 
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therefore,  fince  God  hath  thought  fit  not  to 
interpofe  in  an  extraordinary  Manner  for  this 
Purpofe,  He  muft  be  prefumed  to  leave  it  to 
fubordinate  Agents.  Power  being  given  them 
to  do  this  Work,  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing 
mull  be  fufficient  to  diredt  this  Power. 

There  are  indeed  Inftances  in  which  it  is 
fitting  that  IVTen  fhould  fuffer  j  and  perhaps 
that  they  fhould  continue  in  fuch  a  State  with¬ 
out  Remedy.  Thefe  are  out  of  the  prefent 
Queftion.  Yet  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
where  there  is  no  fuch  fufficient  Reafon  for 
fuffering,  there  muff  always  be  a  Reafon 
againft  it.  Suffering,  in  fuch  Cafes,  being  an 
Evil,  both  in  the  Eye  of  him  who  labours 
under  it,  and  of  all  thofe  likewife  who  are 
Witneffes  of  it,  muft,  as  fuch,  be  difapprov’d 
by  every  Being  not  evil :  Perhaps  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  be  approv’d  in  that  View  by  any  Be¬ 
ing  whatfoever. 

If  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  on  this  foot  no 
Evil  could  be  produced  at  all,  it  may  be  re¬ 
plied,  that  ftridtly  fpeaking,  God  never  pro¬ 
duces  Evil :  For,  even  that  which  appears  to 
be  fuch  to  fhort-fighted  Minds,  if  caufed  by 
Him,  is  upon  the  whole  a  Good.  But  then 
created  Beings  may  produce  it  without  De- 
fign  ;  01,  aefigning  it  to  others,  do  hereby 
gratify  fome  wrong  Paffion,  or  promote  fome 
miftaken  Intereft  of  their  own  :  And  poflibly 
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it  may  be  worth  inquiring,  Whether  abfolute 
Malice  can  be  afcribed  to  any  intelligent  Crea¬ 
tures  any  more  than  abfolute  Goodnefs. 

But,  whatever  Judgment  fball  be  paft  on 
thofe  who  have  corrupted  their  Nature,  and 
fubdued  the  tender  Sentiments  originally  im¬ 
planted  in  them,  yet  everyone  not  entirely  dege¬ 
nerated  will  feeThings  better,  and  acknowledge 
the  Principle  I  am  fpeaking  of :  So  that  whilft 
labouring  under  Affliction  himfelf  he  both 
defires  and  expeCts  Relief,  he  will  d  fcern  that 
others  likewife,  in  the  fame  Circumftances, 
mu  ft  have  the  fame  equitable  Expectations. 
And  therefore,  checking  all  undue  Paffions, 
and  difregarding  any  interfering  Interefls  of  his 
own,  he  will  move  chearfully  to  their  Relief, 
increafing  his  own  Happinefs  whilft  he  re¬ 
moves,  or  leffens,  the  Unhappinefs  of  other 
Men. 

There  is  another  Confideration  to  the  fame 
Purpofe.  No  one  condemns  in  others  the  Ex- 
crcife  of  Mercy,  if  it  be  truly  fuch  5  no  not 
even  thofe,  who  may  be  led  by  their  own  nar¬ 
row  Selfifhnefs  to  forbear  fhewing  it  in  their 
own  Perfons.  It  may  coft  them  Pains,  or  put 
them  to  fome  Expence,  to  do  fo.  This  they 
like  not  5  and  therefore  withdraw  their  Atten¬ 
tion  from  fuch  miferable  ObjeCts,  as  they  can¬ 
not  view  without  fome  Degree  of  Compaffion, 
nor  relieve  but  at  their  own  Charge.  Yet,  if 
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another  more  tender-hearted  Perfon  fliould 
ftep  in,  and  take  fuch  Objects  off  their  Hands* 
Compafiion  will  be  fuffered  to  return  :  The 
afflicted  Man  will  be  thought  to  have  deferv’d 
Confideration  *  and  the  Reliever,  whom  they 
-have  not  the  Heart  to  imitate,  they  will  praife. 
So  reafonable  and  fitting  a  Conduct  is  this* 
that  they  cannot  but  exprefs  their  Approbation 
of  it  in  others,  though  by  doing  fo  they  even 
/condemn  themfelves, 

III.  It  is  time  I  fliould  now  proceed  to  my 
laft  general  Head  $  viz.  To  propofe  fuch  Mo¬ 
tives  as  may  induce  Men  to  cultivate  and  dif- 
play  this  Virtue. 

The  Text  allures  us,  The  merciful  Man 
doeth  Good  to  his  own  Soul ;  L  e.  he  promotes 
his  own  beft  and  mod  important  Intereft,  — 
his  Happinefs  both  in  this  World  and  the  next. 
All  Motives  are  comprehended  under  this  ; 
For  it  takes  in  theWhole  of  Self  in  its  juft  and 
proper  Senfe ;  from  which  every  kind  of  pro¬ 
per  Motive  muft  be  drawn. 

Now  the  firft  Confideration  I  would  men¬ 
tion  is  this  5  the  Virtue  before  us  having  its 
Foundation  in  the  human  Cohftitution,  and 
being  formed  by  Reafon  and  Prudence,  muft 
in  the  Practice  of  it  be  agreeable,  and  in  the 
►  Reflection  comfortable. 
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Ihavefaid,  it  is  founded  in  Compaffionj— 
a  Principle  born  with  us  j  and  tho’  capable, 
by  a  wrong  Conduit  on  our  Part,  of  being 
fuppreffed  to  a  great  Degree,  yet  is  never  to¬ 
tally  extirpated.  Even  the  mod  cruel  and 
barbarous, —  thofe  who  have  harden’d  their 
Hearts,  and  feem  even  to  delight  in  Mifchief, 
feel  on  fome  Occafions  the  Operation  of  this 
Principle.  They  have  fome  favourite  Objects 
at  leaft,  in  whofe  Happinefs  they  delight,  and 
whofe  Didreffes  they  cannot  but  pity.  Or  if 
a  few  Indances  to  the  contrary  may  be  pro¬ 
duced,  they  will  however  be  found  fuch  as 
were  originally  of  a  more  tender  Difpofition,- — 
fuch,  as  by  the  gradual  Indulgence  of  the  mod 
execrable  Vices  have  extinguifh’d  in  them- 
felves  every  thing  properly  human  3  and  fo  be¬ 
coming  Monders  in  Nature,  are  Exceptions 
from  its  general  Rules. 

Be  this  howeyer  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  that 
the  far  greated  Part  of  Mankind  retain  this 
Principle  to  a  condderable  Degree  y  and  which 
they  cannot,  indeed  would  not,  chufe  to  part 
with,  though  in  its  fird  Motions  it  is  attended 
with  an  uneafy  Perception,  whild  it  makes 
the  Miferies  of  other  People  in  fome  fort  their 
own.  They  indulge  themfelves  in  it  notwith- 
danding  ;  for  it  is  natural  to  do  fo. 

* 

But  then  this  Confequence  arifes  (which  is 
likewife  the  very  Deiign  of  Nature),  that  the 
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Perfon  affeCted  fhould  move  to  the  Relief  of 
th,e  fuffering  Perfon ;  in  doing  which  he  finds 
a  Satisfaction  beyond  what  any  other  Kind  of 
Enjoyment  gives  him.  Of  the  Truth  of  this 
every  one  mufl  be  fenfible  in  himfelf,  if  he 
recolleCts  what  pafs’d  whilft  he  was  perform¬ 
ing  a  generous  and  good-natur’d  ACtion. 

In  truth,  it  cannot,  according  to  the  Nature 
of  Things,  be  otherwife.  For,  if  the  firft 
Motions  of  Compaffion  create  in  us  a  kind 
of  Uneafinefs,  whilft  it  interefts  us  in  the 
Miferies  which  others  fuffer,  then  to  exert 
ourfelves  for  their  Relief,  is  to  relieve  our¬ 
felves  like  wife.  The  Removal  of  their  Cala¬ 
mities  is  the  Removal  of  our  own,  fince  the 
Principle  before  us  makes  them  fuch.  The 
immediate  Refult  rnuft  be  a  Complacence, 
and  Self-fatisfaCtion  rather  to  be  conceiv’d  than 
expreflfed  in  Words. 

I  know  not  whether  a  great  Part  of  what  is 
accounted  the  Happinefs  of  the  prefent  Life, 
doth  not  rather  arife  from  the  Removal  of  Un¬ 
eafinefs  than  from  any  pofitive  Caufe.  Defire 
itfelf  is  always  accompanied  with  fomething 
of  this  Nature,  which  the  Gratification  of  that 
Defire  removes.  It  is  certainly  fo  in  the  In- 
ftances  of  Hunger  and  Thirft,  and  perhaps  of 
all  the  other  natural  Appetites  whether  of  Body 
or  Mind.  In  this  Gratification  we  acquiefce. 

D  2  From: 
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From  hence  we  become  eafy  j  and  fo  far  a« 
this  happy.. 

% 

But  in  the  Cafe  which  more  efpecially  con¬ 
cerns  us  at  prefent,  there  is  not  only  a  Re¬ 
moval  of  Uneafinefs,.  or  a  Gratification  of  De¬ 
fire,  but  likewife  a  Confcioufnefs  of  fome- 
thing  worthy,,  and  becoming  in  the  Whole. 
We  are  not  only  pleafed  with  what  we  are 
doing,  but  with  ourfelves  in  doing  it.  And  in 
this  the  Satisfaction  exceeds  thofe  of  any  other 
kind,  —  thofe  at  leaft  which  regard  only  the 
8enfes,,and  concern  Man  not  in  his  moral,  but 
his  animal  Capacity.  Such  as  terminate  in 
the  Senfes,  are  of  a  lower  kind,  and  muff : 
quickly  expire ;  whereas  thofe  which  princi¬ 
pally  regard  the  Mind,  are  of  a  higher  Rank, , 
and  longer  Continuance..  For  they  not  only 
imply  fomething  agreeable  for  the  prefent,  but 

comfortable  likewife  in  the  Reflection. 

•  > 

Other  Enjoyments  are  fuch  as  are  either 
vicious  in  their  Nature,  or  elfe  barely  inno¬ 
cent.  The  former  cannot  be  reflected  on  in 
a  ferious  Hour  without  Remorfe.  For  being; 
inconfiftent  with  Reafon,  when  our  Reafon 
gets  the  Upper-hand,,  fhe  will  moft  affuredly 
condemn  and  punifh  them. ... 

The  Cafe  indeed  is  other  wife,  where  Men& 
Enjoyments  have  been  really  innocent.  There* 
as  they  have  violated  no  Rules  of  Reafon,  they* 
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muft  of  courfe  efcape  its  Cenfures ;  but  yet, 
as  thefe  have  not  flow’d  from  the  Dictates  of 
Reafon,  Men  cannot  expeCt  Applaufe.  The 
Pleafure  enjoy’d,  once  over,  is  gone  for  ever,, 
and  can  be  properly  revived  no  more. 

,  '  -  ■  <  *  ^  *  i  »  ' 

,  .  ;  :  i  i  -  •  '  *  ‘  j  }  *•  <  '*  -  -  ~  £ 

It  is  ftill  worfe  to  coniider,  that  rational 
Reflexion  on  fuch  paft  Enjoyments  will  create 
in  us  fome  fort  of  Uneafinefs,  whilft  it  excites 
a  Defire  which  may  not  perhaps  be  gratified 
again,  and  in  fome  Circumftances  can  never 
be  gratified.  Remembrance  of  this  kind  muft- 
be  fo  far  grievous* 

But  in  the  prefent  Xnftance,  whenever  we 1 
look  back,  we  enjoy  the  paft  Satisfaction 
anew.  The  Pleafure  we  had  in  moving  to¬ 
wards  the  Relief  of  the  fuffering  Perfon  is 
doubled  by  confidering  that  the  End  aim’d  at 
hath  been  accomplifh’d.  We  are  not  only 
pleafed  with  having  obtain’d  this  End,  but 
with  ourfelves  likewife ;  and  have  this  farther 
Satisfaction,  that  the  Judgment  of  every 
other  reafonable  Being  concurs  with  and  flip-- 
ports  our  own* 

.  Yet,  confiderable  as  this  is,  a  much  ftronger 
Motive  will  arife  from  what  I  fhall  chufe  to* 
obferve  in  the  next  place  y  viz.  that  the  Vir¬ 
tue  before  us  being  a  Conformity  to '  the  Di¬ 
vine  Nature,  and  its  Exercife  a  Copy  of  the: 
Divine  Example,  it  muft  on  thefe  Accounts 
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approve  us  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  recom*- 
mend  us  to  his  more  efpecial  Favour, 

The  very  fame  Arguments  from  whence 
we  conclude  the  abfolute  Goodnefs  of  God, 
muft  prove  him  likewife  to  be  merciful.  For 
if  He  cannot  but  will  the  Happinefs  of  his 
Creatures,  fo  far  as  they  are  the  proper  Sub-* 
jeds  of  it,  their  Mifery,  while  undeferv’d, 
muft  be  proportionably  difpleafing  to  Him. 

This,  as  it  may  be  deduced  from  his  abfo¬ 
lute  Perfection,  is  ftill  farther  illuftrated  from 
the  Meafures  of  his  known  Providence.  But 
the  ftrongeft  Manifeftations  appear  in  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Writings,  where  we  are  more  diftinCtly 
taught  what  God  is ;  and  where  He  reprefents 
fome  of  the  Perfections  of  his  Nature  as  the 
Patterns  whereby  we  muft  improve  our  own. 

In  truth,  there  is  no  Divine  Attribute  more 
frequently  or  more  exprefly  pointed  out  in 
Scripture  than  that  of  Mercy.  Lhe  Lord  is 
merciful  and  gracious ,  [Exod.  xxxiv.  6.]  ;  full 
of  Companion ,  [Pf.  lxxxvi.  15.]  $  and  unwill¬ 
ing  that  we  fhould  fuffer  under  thofe  very 
Judgments  which  we  provoke,  [ Ezek .  xviii. 
2 1.]  ; 

,  «  Z  •  r  f 

This  fame  Excellency  which  fubfifts  in 
God  without  Bounds,  and  is  indeed  (if  I  may 
fo  fpeak)  the  favourite  Perfection  of  his  Na¬ 
ture, 
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ttlre,  He  inculcates  likewife  on  us  in  the 
ftrongeft  Terms,  and  under  the  greateft  En¬ 
couragements.  Thus,  Blefed  are  the  Merci¬ 
ful ,  for  they  f  all  obtain  Mercv ,  faith  our  Sa¬ 
viour*  [ Matth .  v.  7.]  Nay,  he  hath  been 
pleafed  to  carry  the  Matter  fo  far,  as  to  en¬ 
force  the  Exercife  of  this  Virtue  not  only  to¬ 
wards  diftreffed  Innocents,  but  even  thofe 
who  have  provoked  and  injured  us ;  to  whom 
we  are  exhorted  to  fhew  Mercy  as  our  Father 
alfo  is  merciful .  [Luke  vi.  36.]  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  Directions,  which  our  blefled 
Lord  himfelf  hath  given,  St.  Paul  in  his> 
Epiftle  to  the  Ephefans  reprefents  the  Matter 
thus :  After  having  exhorted  them  to  be  kind 
fa  one  another ,  and  tender-hearted ,  [Eph.  iv. 
32.]  he  immediately  fubjoins.  Be  ye  therefore 
Followers  of  God  as  dear  Children .  [Eph.  v.  1 .] 
Here  the  being  merciful  is  coniidered  as  an 
Imitation  of  the  moft  perfeCt  and  merciful 
Being  ;  and  farther  recommended  on  this 
Confideration,  that  we  hereby  aCt  as  Children 
of  God,  i.  e.  as  Perfons  more  efpecially  en¬ 
deared  to  Him. 

Nor  is  it  poffible  in  the  Nature  of  Things 
to  be  otherwife.  For,  what  the  Supreme 
Being  contemplates  in  himfelf  with  infinite 
Complacency,  He  muft,  fb  far  as  it  is  imi¬ 
tated  by  his  Creatures,  approve,  and  love ; 

and- 
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and  what  he  thus*  approves  and  loves,  he  muft 
of  courfe  reward. 

I  am  led  from  hence  to  a  third  Confidera- 
tion  \  viz.  That  at  the  laft  Day  a  principal 
Article  of  Enquiry  will  be  this  $  Whether  we 
have  been  merciful,  or  otherwife  ?  See  how 
our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf  hath  reprefented  it  in 
the  xxvth  Chapter  of  St.  Matthew ,  where  the 
Sentence  to  be  pronounced  on  good  Men  is 
thus  exprefs’d ;  Come,  ye  bleffed  Children  of  my 
Father ,  inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  Foundation  of  the  JVorld :  For  I  was 
an  hungred ,  and  ye  gave  me  Meat  a  1  was 
thirjly,  and  ye  gave  me  Drink.:  I  was  a 
Stranger ,  and  ye  took  me  in ;  naked,  and  ye 
cloathed  me :  I  was  fck,  and  ye  wifited  me  : 
I  was  in  Prifon,  and  ye  came  mutb  me,  Mat¬ 
thew  xxv.  34,  35,  36. 

That  this  Matter  fhould  be  one  Article  in 
our  great  Account,  muft  be  prefumed  by  every 
one  who  believes.a  futurejudgment,  if  Mercy 
be  really  a  Yirtue,  and  the  Pradtice  of  it  on 
that, Score  a  Duty :  But  it  is  remarkable,  that 
jn  thefe  Words  none  other  Article  is  men¬ 
tioned:  And  fo  our  future  Fate  may  feem  de¬ 
terminable  from  this  fingle  Point. 

Yet  here  let  us  ftop  a  little,  and  be  cau¬ 
tious  ;  for  our  bleffed  Lord  could  never  intend 
to  be  underftood  in  fuch  a  Senfe,  as  by  exalt- 

‘  ‘  1  inS 


31 


the  Lord  Mayor,  &c. 

ing  oneVirtue,  to  fubvert  and  deftroy  all  others. 
There  is  a  great  Variety  of  Duty  incumbent 
on  us,  thro’  our  whole  Courfe  of  Trial :  And 
each  of  thefe  will  furnifh  out  Matter  for  fu¬ 
ture  Enquiry ;  when  our  eternal  State  fhall 
be  determined,  by  a  proper  Regard  to  every 
thing  we  have  done.  The  Whole  of  our  Life 
mull:  be  taken  in  ;  in  which  each  fingle  Duty 
muft  have  its  proper  Place,  and  require  its  juft 
Confideration,  The  right  Senfe  therefore  of  the 
Words  now  cited  muft  be  this  ;  That  Mercy 
is  a  Point  of  the  higheft  Importance ;  — a 
Point  to  which  a  principal  Regard  will  be 
had;  and  confequently,  we  are  infinitely  con¬ 
cern’d  moft  diligently  to  cultivate  in  this  Life, 
what  muft  have  fo  great  an  Influence  on  our 
Happinefs  in  another, 

..  \  .  v 

This,  which  our  blefied  Lord  hath  here 
taught  us,  we  fhall  find  fupported  by  the  Con- 
ftitution  and  Order  of  Things.  Thus  is  it, 
that  God  hath  implanted  in  us  fuch  a  conftant 
Monitor  as  the  natural  Principle  ofCompaffion. 
Thus  is  it  he  inftrudts  us  by  the  Meafures  of 
his  Providence,  both  extraordinary  and  com¬ 
mon.  For  this  very  Purpofe  hath  he  given 
us  fuch  frequent  Opportunities  to  exercife  this 
Virtue,  by  the  Objefts  which  every-where  fur- 
round  us ;  which  being  unprovided  for,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ordinary  Rules  of  his  Admini- 
ftration,  feem  purpofely  intended  to  be  re¬ 
liev’d  by  us  ;  efpecially  as  each  Man  hath  fome 

E  Power 
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Power  of  doing  fo,  if  he  will  rightly  ufe  it 
’  °  all  tins  we  may  add.  That  every  cool  Re- 
flediiop  on  Adis  of  Mercy  recommends  them 
faither,  and  enforces  the  Exercife  of  them 
more  ftrongly. 

-V.  .  •  _  .v  *  ,  *  ~  *  *  f 

Indeed,  it  is  in  fome  Senfe  natural  to  the 
Mjnd  of  Man  to  expedt  Mercy  or  Judgment 
hereafter,  as  he  hath  proved  merciful  or  cruel 
in  this  Life :  For  when  this  Scene  is  doling, 
nothing  is  more  apt  to  give  Refrelhment  and 
Comfort,  than  the  Refledtion  on  Ads  of 
Meicy ;  any  Defedts  in  which  Regard,  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  repair,  by  Benefadtions,  to  take 
lace  after  Death.  And  on  the  other  hand5 
every  cool  Remembrance  of  the  Inhumanity 
with  which  he  hath  treated  others,  is  grievous  ■ 
to  him,  and  makes  him  even  to  abhor  him- 
lelfl  Confcious  of  what  he  deferves,  he  dreads 
what  to  him  feems  approaching  j  and  fo,  by 
anticipating  the  Judgment  of  Chrilf,  he  con¬ 
firms  it.  What  his  own  awakened  Mind  fo 
ftrongly  fuggefts,  muft  be  real :  For  if  our 
Hearts  condemn  usy  God  is  greater  than  our 
Hearts,  and  knoweth  all  Things,  ijohniii.  20. 

I  Ihould  now  proceed  to  my  laft  Motive, 
whereby  the  Pradtice  of  this  Virtue  may  be 
enforc’d  :  — But  I  reftrain  myfelf  a  little,  that 
after  hearing  the  Report  read,  and  offering  one 
or  two  general  Obfervations,  I  may  return 

with 
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wnli  more  Advantage  to  the  Profecution  of 
niy  Deli gn. 

Here  the  Report  was  read 1 

On  hearing  what  hath  been  now  read,  one 
cannot  but  exprefs  an  Admiration  of  the  Ge~ 
nerofity  of  thofe,  by  whom  fuch  great  Foun¬ 
dations  were  firft  eredted  and  endow’d.  The 
Numbers  of  the  Miferable  hence  relieved,  and 
the  Variety  of  Cafes  to  which  this  Relief  ex- 
tends,  muft  affedt  a  thinking  and  humane 
Perfon  ftill  more :  So  that  ’tis  fcarce  poffible 
to  attend  this  Day’s  Solemnity  without  Senti- 
ments  of  Love,  and  Efteem,  and  Veneration 

tor  the  Memories  of  thofe  truly  excellent  Be- 
neractors. 

Vet  you  fee,  that  extenfive  as  their  Views 
were^  their  Endowments  have  not  anfwered 
tne  Greatnefs  of  their  Intentions:  Room  hath 
been  ftill  left  for  the  Generofity  of  future 
Times :  And  the  Effect  of  thefe  Charities 
would  be  much  lefs,  if  not  affifted  by  the  Li - 
bei  ahty  of  fucceeding  Benefactors.  The  pre- 
jent  Age  therefore  claims  its  juft  Share  of 
1  laife:  tor  if  it  were  honourable  to  lay  thefe 
Foundations  at  firft,  it  muft  likewife  be  fo  to 
fupport  them  when  decaying;  tofupply  them 
when  deficient ;  and  much  more  to  enlarge 

of  MankmdP°rti0n  t0  ^  growinS  Neceflities 
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Indeed,  I  cannot  forbear  (and  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  a  Digreffion  from  the  proper 
Work  of  this  Day) ;  I  cannot,  I  fay,  forbear 
taking  Notice,  that  a  tender  and  merciful  Dif- 
pofition  feems  to  have  improved  amongft  us, 
and  to  have  become  afpecial  Character  of  the 
prefent  Times.  Witnefs  the  many  new  Erec¬ 
tions  fuited  to  the  variousWants  and  Diftreffes 
of  the  World:  All  thefe  owe  their  Rife  to  more 
ancient  Foundations,  fupported,  fupplied,  and 
enlarged,  as  they  have  been  by  your  Libera¬ 
lity  ;  whole  good  Effects  have  been  fo  fen- 
libly  felt,  that  we  have  now  the  Pleafure  of 
feeing  you  imitated  in  many  remoter  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom  t  Nor  is  it  any  fmall  Acceffion 
to  your  Praife,  that  thofe,  who  by  their  Di- 
ftance,  or  by  their  Numbers,,  cannot  be  directly 
relieved  by  you,  do  in  fome  refpect  owe  the 
Relief  they  receive  to  your  generous  Exam¬ 
ple. 


The  Virtue  defcribed  at  large  in  this  Dif- 
courfe,  is  fo  important,  and  hath  been  fo  well 
illuftrated  by  the  Inftances  juft  now  men¬ 
tioned,  that  it  deferves  to  be  fupported  by  every 
Motive  we  can  allege..  To  this  Purpofe  fe- 
veral  have  been  produc’d  already :  But  there 
is  ftill  another  in  Referve,  to  which  every  fe- 
rious  Chriftian  muft  give  Attention.  What  I 
mean  is  this ^  In  the  Clofe  of  our  blefled  Lord’s 
Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  laft  Day,, 
he  himfelf  tells  us,  That  the  Mercy  we  have 

fhewa 
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fhewn  to  our  Brethren,  he  accepts  as  /hewn 
to  himfelf:  And  this  intimates  to  us,  not  only 
the  Certainty  of  a  Reward*  but  the  Greatnefs 
of  it  likewife. 

Poffibly  our  blelfed  Lord  in  this  whole  Ac¬ 
count,  and  efpecially  in  this  concluding  Part 
of  it,  had  a  View  to  the  then  State  of  Things: 
For  he  faw,  that  the  Religion  he  came  to 
plant  would  be  violently  oppos’d  y  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  the  joint  Labourers  in  this  great 
Work  were  concern’d  to  Support  each  other 
as  much  as  poffible.  He  feems  therefore  to 
have  Hated'  the  Matter  in  this  Way,  with  an 
immediate  View  to  their  Encouragement. 

But  fuppofing  this  to  have  been  the  pri¬ 
mary  Intention  of  our  Saviour  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  yet  the  Words  may  in  a  juft  Propor¬ 
tion  be  fitly  applied  to  other  Cafes  of  Diftrefs^ 
all  Chriftians  being,  in  other  Places  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  reprefented  as  his  Friends  and  his  Bre¬ 
thren  y  and  all  Men  being,  in  a  certain  Senfe,. 
equally  the  Sons  of  God. 

Every  miferable  Object  therefore,  if  really 
pitiable,  fhould  be  pitied  by  us;  and  the, 
Mercy  which  we  Shew  on  fuch  Occafions, 
our  blefled  Lord  will  accept  as  Shewn  to  him**- 
felf. 

He  himfelf,  if  he  were  to  act  again  on  this 
,  .  Stage 
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Stage  of  the  World,  would,  as  he  formerly 
did,  fhew  his  Compaffion  to  the  Miferable  : 
And  when  he  afcended,  he  did  not  intend  to 
leave  them  friendlefs.  What  he  would  cer¬ 
tainly  do,  if  he  were  vifibly  prefent,  that  he 
requires  his  Followers  to  do  for  them ;  and 
this  under  the  moft  moving  Encouragement, 
Inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  leaf  of 
thefe  ?ny  Brethren ,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me  : 

—  Of  thefe  my  Brethren , - Perfons  of  the 

fame  Nature,  which  I  myfelf  affumed  when 
I  came  into  the  World ;  —Perfons,  who,  on 
this  Account,  are  as  really  my  Brethren  as 
yours;  allied  to  me  by  the  very  Nature  of 
their  Being ;  and,  which  is  more,  farther  re¬ 
lated  by  the  very  Circumftances  of  their  Life  : 
For  Chrift  himfelf,  during  his  State  of  Humi¬ 
liation,  was  deftitute  and  afflicted  :  And  in 
this  View,  on  fome  Occafions,  wanted  even 
charitable  Affiftance. 

Indeed,  there  is  a  further  Reafon  why  our 
bleffed  Lord  fhould  propofe  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  before  us :  For,  were  he  once  more  to 
return  to  this  World,  and  pafs  thro’  his  former 
Courfe  of  Affliction,  thofe  who  now  bring 
Relief  to  the  Afflicted,  on  the  afore-mention’d 
Confiderations,  would  be  prompted  by  Rea- 
fons  flill  ftronger,  to  affift  and  relieve  our 
bleffed  Lord  himfelf :  And  therefore,  fince  the 
Principles  by  which  they  are  actuated,  and 
which  lead  them  to  be  merciful  to  others, 

would 
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would  operate  toward  our  blefled  Lord’s  own 

Perfon,  in  fimilar  Circumftances,  we  may 

lee  clearly  why  he  puts  fuch  a  Value  on  thefe 

services,  and  places  them  to  his  own  proper 
Account.  '  r  r 
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From  hence  we  are  fure  of  a  Reward.  No 
good  Office  done  to  others,  fhall  in  any- wife 
rnils  it ;  much  lefs  that  which  hath  a  fpe- 
cial  Reference  to  Chrift  himfelf;  and  where 
tne  very  Ground  and  Reafon  of  it  both  arifes 
from,  and  ends  in  him. 


But,  is  this  all?  By  no  means ;  it  will  be 
proportionable  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Work 
we  have  been  employed  about:  The  Mercy 
which  we  have  ffiewn  to  others,  will  be  con- 
fider’d  as  ffiewn  to  thrift ;  who  is  not  only 
tender  but  bountiful  and  will  repay  us  an 

hundred-fold  for  all  we  may  expend  in  this 
.Labour  of  Love. 


What  this  Reward  will  be  precifely,  we  are 
unable  to  conceive  at  prefent :  For  now  we  fee 
thro  a  Glafs  darkly ,  i  Cor.  xiii.  1 2.  Here  we 
have  a  few  Taftes  of  real  Happinefs  allow’d 
us,  and  theft  fcatter’d  thro’  a  Life  of  Uneafinefs 
and  Pain:  But  from  thefe,  which  ferve  to  qua- 
lify  the  Uneafinefs  of  our  prefent  Being,  we 
earn  to  afpire  after  a  more  confummate  Hap- 
pine  s  to  come ;  —an  Plappinefs  pure  and  un- 
mix  d  in  its  Beginning ;  — in  its  Progrefs  ever 

improving  j 
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improving  j  — and  to  be  continued  to  us  thro5 
a  whole  Eternity. 

God  grant  that  we  may  keep  our  Eye  con- 
ftantly  fix'd  on  this  great  End !  This  will  ani- 
,  mate  us  in  every  Duty  :  And  then  neither  the 
Hopes  of  Life,  nor  the  Fear  of  Death,  even 
the  moft  cruel,  can  ever  work  fo  power¬ 
fully,  as  to  induce  us  to  fall  from  Him. 


The  END* 


